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There is a growing awareness of the importance of information and digital competencies in higher education. Real 

evidence exists to support the level of importance that students place on digital competencies, which are now key to 

the way they access information and relate and communicate with each other; a reality that goes beyond the simple 

use of technology and becomes a commonly used relational system. Evidence also exists of the increased level 

of importance that higher education places on teaching digital competencies and on using them in institutional 

dynamics; many universities have already incorporated information and digital competency teaching and learning 

processes, whether generally throughout the institution or specifically in their training programmes. 

In this issue of our journal, we present a monograph coordinated by Dr Manuel Area that offers significant 

contributions to the analysis and evaluation of information and digital competencies in higher education. The 

monograph presents these competencies from different perspectives, and it does so by going a step further than the 

teaching and learning processes for technology in general and office automation in particular. It is true that we need 

to be capable of using technology properly in order to be competent in the information society. However, it is equa-

lly true that the basic use of that technology does not make us competent people in today’s society; knowing how 

to go online does not mean knowing how to use the Internet’s full potential. Nowadays, information and digital 

competencies go beyond a basic knowledge and use of technology: being informationally and digitally competent 

means that we need to have the capacity to carry out basic activities (students, lecturers, businesspeople, etc.) in the 

information and knowledge societies. In other words, we need to make optimum use of the Internet’s potential, 

whether personally (students, lecturers, etc.), organisationally or institutionally (higher education). Digital compe-

tency training should not focus solely on teaching an instrumental use of technology. Rather, it should be based on 

the development of basic skills enabling people to make full use of the information and communication potential 

of those technologies.

I would like to take advantage of the space I have available in this editorial to explain some of the substantial 

advances and changes that the Revista de Universidad y Sociedad del Conocimiento (RUSC) is undergoing. First, 

our journal has been accepted and indexed in three important databases: Education Research Index and Fuente 

Académica (EBSCO), and Educational Research Abstracts (ERA) (Routledge). Our journal’s articles will shortly 

be appearing in these databases. This improves the positioning and level of impact of our journal and raises the 

visibility of our authors’ articles.

The RUSC has been an open access journal since it was founded seven years ago, and this is reflected in its 

language and author copyright policies. In both respects, the journal’s Editorial Board has decided to give a new 

impetus to raising our visibility and improving our positioning. Regarding the journal’s language policy, the vehi-

cular languages are still Spanish, English and Catalan, and we accept articles in other languages, such as French 

and Portuguese. However, the major change being introduced as from the publication of this issue is that all of the 

RUSC’s articles will be published in two languages: Spanish and English. We therefore accept articles in Spanish 

or English, and all articles will be available in both languages. We will accept articles in other languages, and, in 

addition to the original language, these will also be available in Spanish and English. This decision taken by the 
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Editorial Board will allow us to raise the RUSC’s visibility and to include it in various English-language databases 

and indexes. 

Regarding the RUSC’s author copyright policy, the Editorial Board has decided to switch from the Creative 

Commons “Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 Spain” licence to the Creative Commons “At-

tribution 3.0 Spain” licence. The RUSC will therefore continue to use the Creative Commons system, but in a more 

open and less restrictive way. While ensuring utmost respect for authors’ works published in the journal, it also 

provides protection. In order to make this change, the Editorial Board has asked over 200 authors of articles already 

published in the RUSC to give their consent.

Several processes of evaluation of the journal are ongoing in Spain and abroad, and we shall, of course, keep 

readers and subscribers updated about the ensuing results.

We have incorporated new people into the RUSC’s Scientific Editorial Board (http://www.uoc.edu/ojs/index.

php/rusc/about/editorialTeam) and we have publicly announced the names of article reviewers for 2009 (http://

www.uoc.edu/ojs/index.php/rusc/about/displayMembership/30). This is something that we shall continue to do 

each year in order to demonstrate the value and rigour of the review process that every article published in the RUSC 

undergoes (see Summary of 2009 in figures: http://www.uoc.edu/ojs/index.php/rusc/announcement/view/12).

The constant endeavours of our Editorial Team to improve the positioning of our journal are beginning to reap 

good rewards. We are convinced that 2010 and especially 2011 are going to be very important years for our journal. 

Our goal is to sustain continuous improvement of its rigour and scientific quality, and we are all working in that 

direction.

Josep M. Duart

Editor of the RUSC



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFA1B:2005
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU <FEFF004a006f0062006f007000740069006f006e007300200066006f00720020004100630072006f006200610074002000440069007300740069006c006c0065007200200039002000280039002e0034002e00350032003600330029002e000d00500072006f006400750063006500730020005000440046002000660069006c0065007300200077006800690063006800200061007200650020007500730065006400200066006f00720020006f006e006c0069006e0065002e000d0028006300290020003200300031003100200053007000720069006e006700650072002d005600650072006c0061006700200047006d006200480020>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice




